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religion of the Russian State. The date and the circumstances
of this conversion are disputed. It is strange that there is no
mention of Vladimir's baptism in the Greek sources. It
would seem, however, that we may accept the account of the
Russian Primary Chronicle and date the conversion to A D
989. According to that account, when the Emperor was
hard pressed by the revolt of Bardas Phocas he appealed to
Vladimir for military aid. The Russian saw in this appeal
an opportunity to rid himself of some of his dissatisfied
followers and agreed to send support, but his price was high1
he was to be given in marriage a Byzantine princess. The
Emperor on his side must have stipulated that Vladimir
should accept baptism. But when Vladimir's Northmen had
won a victory for the Emperor over his rival, East Rome was
unwilling to fulfil the terms of the contract. To force the
Emperor to send the princess Anna to Russia Vladimir
attacked and captured the imperial city of Cherson. Thereby
he carried his point: at Cherson he was baptized and
married. At his baptism he assumed the Emperor's name
Basil, as Olga at her baptism had taken the Empress's name
of Helen. Vladimir returned to Russia and be^an the
destruction of idols and the imposition upon his subjects of
his new faith. Such is the historical framework of delayed
conversion within which the introduction into Russia of
Byzantine influence must be placed.
Since Christianity was brought to Russia from East Rome
the Russian Church followed from the first the Byzantine
model. Already within the Empire orthodox dogma had
attained to its full expression: the Iconoclast attack upon the
tradition of the Eastern Church had been repulsed. That
system of dogma was transported in its entirety to Russia
and was never questioned. There are no controversies
concerning the fundamental issues of the faith within the
Russian Church, and to the Russian liturgical forms were
part of the same deposit which was hallowed by the authority
of the Fathers. The strands of the inherited faith and the
liturgical tradition were interwoven and each element in that
interweaving was sacrosanct.
The Russia to which Christianity came was a primitive and
barbarous land: all culture necessarily emanated from the